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NINDS

Scientific Research Project Database

A Tool to Manage Scientific Grant Applications
NINDS

The National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), has been a focus for neurological research for almost fifty years.  

The NINDS mission is to: 

· Conduct, foster, coordinate, and guide research on the causes, prevention, diagnosis and treatment of neurological disorders and stroke.

· Provide grants-in-aid to public and private institutions and individuals in the fields related to its areas of interest.

· Conduct a diversified program of intramural and collaborative research in its own laboratories, branches and clinics.

The SRPD System
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The Scientific Research Project Database (SRPD) was developed at NINDS to support the scientific management of extramural grant applications.  The SRPD system allows users to access and to analyze grant application data. The system is fully integrated with the PC desktop. As of May 2001 SRPD has a user community of over 130 people.

Functionality 

The SRPD systems enables users to:

· Manage a portfolio of grants

· Search for grants by scientific codes 

· Search for grants and principal investigators (PIs) according to specified criteria

· Retrieve summary statements, abstracts and NGAs

· Send PI summary statement as a portable document format (PDF) file 

· Generate standard and custom reports

· Provide detail project history using the IMPACII Reporting Database (IRDB)

· Generate grant report by state, region, and country using the IRDB
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Functionality continued …

· Generate grant report for selected RFA/PA

· Generate progress reports and submit to GMB

· Review funding for different scientific areas

· Export PI e-mail and telephone number to Contacts

· Store private notes on an electronic scratchpad


· Compare and analyze grant application detail easily

· Export grant data to Word and Excel

Architecture


SRPD is a client-server system built using standard, commercial off-the-shelf software including Microsoft Access and Microsoft Outlook.  It is fully integrated with Microsoft Office 2000.
It has a three-tier client-server architecture developed using Access 2000 and Oracle.

NINDS-specific business rules and data are available on a local Oracle NINDS server. 

The SRPD system connects to several National Institutes of Health enterprise-wide databases including IMPAC II (OLTP & IRDB).

Contact Points
Peter Soltys

NINDS

Sr. Programmer-Analyst

301-496-0583

soltysp@ninds.nih.gov
Andrew Skinner, Ph.D.

Information Management Consultants, Inc.

Sr. Programmer-Analyst 

301-496-3796

askinner@imc.com

NINDS URL: http://www.ninds.nih.gov

Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �1� SRPD Main Switchboard
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �2� Grant Detail View





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �3� SRPD System Architecture











National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke


_1050916592.ppt






System Architecture

IMPACII

(OLTP)



NIH Grant Applications



Oracle 8

NINDS Server





NINDS Grant 

Applications



Oracle 8

SRPD

User’s PC



Access 2000



Local Network Computers 

User’s PC

Remote Computers

IMPACII

(IRDB)



Project

History



Oracle 8

SRPD Data





NINDS Grant

Applications



Access 2000

Nightly Download of NINDS Grant Applications (10 PM)

Scientific Research Project Database

NINDS

(Real Time)

(1 Day Old)

(1 Day Old)

(1 Day Old)

Progress 

Reports

Phone

Notes

Coding



Client-Server:

The SRPD is built on a sound client-server architecture.  The above slide schematically describes this architecture. 



The client component is located on a user’s PC and was developed in MS Access stores all report, queries, forms, and modules. 



It is integrated with MS Office 97, MS Outlook 98 (for e-mail) and the NINDS standard PC desktop.



This client connects to three databases that store grant related data. 



Reading from left to right:



Databases:

(1) The IMPAC Online Transaction Processing database:  current grant data over last several years (0.5 million)

(2) The IMPAC II Report Database (IRDB) 25 years of grant history

(3) A local NINDS database that stores a daily snap-shot of NINDS-specific grant applications that is downloaded from the IMPAC II database each night.
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