Dr. McGowan’s Response to Federal Computer Week Article of 3/26/01

Re:  E-Grant Applications and Digital Signatures
In the Federal Computer Week article, Dr. Alterman was speaking with regards to the limited implementation a specific technology, digital signatures, rather than to an NIH-wide adoption of a system to support an e-grants solution.  The effort described was initiated prior to and outside of the domain of the eRA Project management team.  It utilizes funds from sources other than those identified within the eRA priority, budget, and implementation process.

Within the established NIH eRA Project, NIH staff are working with the extramural community to re-engineer the grant application, review, award, and administration process with a plan to start an initial pilot with simplified grant applications at some point in 2003.  Before that time, CIT is planning to examine the utility of electronic signatures and other specific technologies for all the NIH e-business enterprise systems and make recommendations on solutions to be used by eRA and the other NIH enterprise systems to the NIH leadership.

http://fcw.com/fcw/articles/2001/0326/web-nih-03-27-01.asp
