eRA SBIR Public Briefing

On January 29, NIH announced an initiative to develop partnerships between the eRA project and the private sector to develop applications and services that will assist the research community with electronic grant submission. Sponsored by the National Center for Research Resources (NCRR), NIH is soliciting applications from for-profit organizations that are eligible for Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) research and development grants. The application submission deadline is April 17, 2002.

On March 4, 2002, a briefing by NIH staff developing the NIH eRA (IMPAC II and the Commons) will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the NIH in Room 1202, 6700-B Rockledge Drive, Rockville, MD. The purposes of this briefing are twofold: (1) provide up-to-date information on the status of, and plans for, the eRA Project and (2) answer questions that potential applicants may have. These questions may be submitted either by telephone call, 301-496-3772, during the meeting, or by e-mail to the following address:

era-sbir@nih.gov
The briefing will be electronically telecast via the NIH website:

Public Briefing--eRA SBIR Event Announcement
The Request for Application (RFA RR-02-004) is available online at:

Request for Application
Public Briefing Agenda

10:00 a.m. EST
Welcome and Introduction

10:05 a.m. EST
Overview of eRA SBIR Opportunity

10:30 a.m. EST
Overview of eRA Project and NIH Commons

11:15 a.m. EST
Introduction to Data Standards

Noon–2 p.m. EST
Questions and Answers

Registration for Onsite Attendance for Public Briefing

For those planning on attending the public briefing at NIH, please send the Name and Company of each attendee prior to the meeting to the following address:

era-sbir@nih.gov
Directions to 6700-B Rockledge Drive

6700-B Rockledge Drive is in Bethesda, MD. 6700B is located approximately 4 miles north of the NIH Campus in an area of office buildings between Old Georgetown Road, Democracy Blvd., and I-270/Montgomery Mall. The main entrance is accessed via Rock Spring Drive.

Parking is free (both in the garage and outdoor visitor spaces). To obtain entrance into the garage, depress the silver call button and tell the guard you are a visitor. At the main desk, inside the lobby doors, visitors are required to sign in and/or present a valid NIH ID badge to obtain entrance into the building. In addition, all cars parked on the campus (either in the garage or outdoor visitor parking) must be registered at the guard's desk. 

Using Metro

The closest Metro stop is the Medical Center Station, located on the Red Line in the direction of Shady Grove. Please visit the Metro Homepage for information about Metro schedules and fares.

Complimentary shuttle service (see shuttle schedule) is available from the Metro station to 6700-B via the NIH Shuttle. Departures are scheduled every 15 minutes early mornings and late afternoons, and every half-hour during midday. Plan on a trip of approximately 30 minutes.

Driving from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport

Proceed west onto the George Washington Parkway to the intersection of I-495 North (Capitol Beltway to Maryland). Proceeding north on I-495, cross the Potomac River and take the left exit for I-270 North. Follow I-270 North and take the first exit, #1A, Democracy Boulevard (East). Turn left at the second traffic light onto Fernwood. Follow Fernwood, and turn right at the second traffic light, Rock Spring Drive. The driveway for 6700-B is ahead on the left.

Other shuttle services and the Metro subway line are available. Please check with the Ground Transportation Desk at the airport.

Driving from Dulles Airport

Proceed east on I-66 to the intersection of I-495 North (Capitol Beltway to Maryland). Proceeding north on I-495, cross the Potomac River and take the left exit for I-270 North. Follow I-270 North and take the first exit, #1A, Democracy Boulevard (East). Turn left at the second traffic light onto Fernwood. Follow Fernwood, and turn right at the second traffic light, Rock Spring Drive. The driveway for 6700-B is ahead on the left.

Other shuttle services may be available. Please check with the Ground Transportation Desk at the airport.

From the NIH Campus

Exiting the campus, turn right onto Old Georgetown Road. Follow Old Georgetown approximately 4 miles to Rock Spring Drive, which is located just past Democracy Boulevard and Giant Food. Turn left onto Rock Spring.

Proceed on Rock Spring through the first traffic light. The main entrance to the building is just ahead on the right. Please note that shuttle service is available from the campus.

