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 IC-Specific Data Focus Group

Date:
June 25, 2002

Time:
1:30–3:00 p.m.

Location:
6700B Rockledge, 1st floor conference room

Advocate:
Thor Fjellstedt

Next Meeting:
July 23, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Rockledge 2, Room 9116

Funding

This group did not meet in May because Thor was involved in the eRA budget discussions with the eRA Project Team. Thor said that the eRA project is underfunded and he hoped that ICs would recognize the importance of the project to NIH’s electronic grant processing effort. Although final budget decisions haven’t been made yet, Thor is confident that there will be funds to continue the IC-Specific Data project.

Outreach/Training

Thor continues to reach out to ICs to encourage participation in the IC-Specific Data project, and he will continue to do so. He reported that there are “pockets” of groups in the ICs with data that they would like to access through a central database. Thor, along with Don Teidemann, Cathy Buckley and a group from NIEHS in N.C., continue the planning efforts for this project.

Future Plans

Thor presented the proposed screens for incorporating IC-specific data functionality into the QVR system (http://era.nih.gov/Docs/QVR_IC-specific_data_plans_06-19-02Revised.ppt). He outlined the specific steps next needed for the continuation of the project:

· Obtain a composite view of the “external” data needed by ICs for their business processes

· Determine the local (i.e., IC-specific) data needed by each IC for their extramural business processes

The overall plan includes the following:

· Develop a database structure for storage of IC-specific data

· Upload IC-specific data for pilot test ICs into central database (there are four ICs so far that will participate in the pilot test)

· Copy necessary IMPAC data into central database

· Direct QVR functionality to access IC-specific data for pilot test ICs

· Expand system to other ICs

· Develop data input functionality for IC requiring this capability

When this is instituted, there will be a single download from the IMPAC II databases (OLTP, IRDB) to the central database for IC-specific data.

The IC-specific data screens will include search screens and the capacity for generating reports by accessing IC-specific data, IMPAC II data, and frozen and dynamic IMPAC data. These screens will incorporate a flexible design that can be customized for each IC. The system would also include the full utility of the QVR system, including data download to a spreadsheet and Standard Reports.

Thor noted that IMPAC II doesn’t currently include contracts or interagency agreements in its databases. This data is in the New Business System (NBS), and it is important to pull this information into QVR so the information can be accessed. The group agreed that it would be a good idea to get the contract and interagency agreement data into IMPAC II.

The overall goal of the IC-Specific Data project is to populate a central database with IC-specific data and download data from the IMPAC II databases (OLTP, IRDB) at set intervals. This database would act as a backup should IMPAC II servers go down, reduce hits on the IMPAC II databases by directing the hits to this intermediary database, and eliminate nightly downloads from IMPAC II to those ICs using the central database. This database will be housed at and maintained by CIT.

Summary

Thor noted that the ECB has reached a high level of maturity and that, despite budget issues, it won’t go away. The QVR has grassroots support and serves a wide community. Thor will work with the eRA Project Team as well as the ICs to see that plans for IC-Specific Data, ECB and QVR stay on track.
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