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 IC-Specific Data Focus Group

Date:
April 23, 2002

Time:
1:30–3:00 p.m.

Location:
6700B Rockledge, 1st floor conference room

Advocate:
Thor Fjellstedt

Next Meeting:
May 28, Rockledge 2, Room 9116

Action List

· (Thor) Bring a timeline for the QVR/ECB merge project to the next meeting.

· (Thor) Contact Anna Snouffer, Advocate for Committee Management, to discuss incorporating QVR into CM.

Thor discussed the overall goals and direction of this group. The purpose of this project is to develop a plan to create a central database of IC-specific data and make that data retrievable to IC staff through QVR. This group will set the requirements for loading IC-specific data into a central database and for enhancing the functionality of QVR to accommodate data-retrieval requirements of the ICs.

A first project will be to merge the data from the STARS databases, located in 13 ICs, into a central database. Tech staff will then develop another database that pulls STARS data and integrates it with other IC applications and data. The central database will be housed and maintained by CIT. Finally, there will be an API that will allow ICs not using STARS to enter their scientific coding data into this central database.

ICs are not required to participate in this project, but it is to their advantage to do so. The central database will be located at CIT so that maintenance costs are reduced. The full functionality of QVR should enhance the data-retrieval capability of their staff.

IC-specific data will be accessible by the respective IC only, unless the IC chooses to make it more widely accessible. In addition, each IC will decide what tools to make available and how to utilize them.

Project Status

The project will approach the implementation of a central database by addressing three categories of ICs:

· ICs with the STARS application

· ICs who do not have STARS

· Other groups that have independent systems but don’t want to recode to make their systems STARS-compatible

The Statement of Work was completed by the vendor. The development team’s next task is to create a central database and help migrate the local STARS databases into it. There are four ICs that already have their databases housed on CIT servers. These will be migrated first, to illustrate the viability of the project, followed by other STARS databases currently housed in ICs.

Concurrently, work will begin to increase the functionality of QVR by incorporating requirements of each IC for retrieving data (see presentation, Overall Plan for Incorporating IC-Specific Data, at this URL: http://era.nih.gov/Docs/IC-Specific-Data-Dev_Plan_04-20-02-a.ppt ).

Some ICs don’t have a data-entry system that fits with the overall design for a central database. NCI is at the beginning stages of developing a data entry system, with production scheduled a year from now. The developers from this group will work with NCI to develop that system. It can then be used for those ICs that need a compatible data-entry system to enter their data into the central database for this project. The advantage of this approach is that the data-entry system would be centrally maintained.

Central Database

Carolyn McCahill will work with ICs to determine what data they want in the central database:

· What data elements ICs have

· What frozen data ICs want (e.g., Congressional budgetary reporting data)

Both types of data will be in the central database.

QVR/ECB

A plan is on the table to merge ECB and QVR. Currently, users have to log into each system. When this project is rolled out, users will be able to access both through one screen, which has been customized for each IC. There is no timeline for this project as yet and the rollout will not occur in 2002.

Action: (Thor) Bring a timeline for the ECB/QVR merge project to the next meeting.
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