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Grants Management Helpful Hints—Stem Cells

IMPAC II Changes

Some IMPAC II software released in January 2002 included the ability to track and monitor grants involving the use of Human Embryonic Stem Cells (HESC). Two new fields have been added: 

1. “HESC Used?” (Values = Yes/No)

2. “HESC Lines” (This is a picklist of the registered cell lines. It also includes the value “Undetermined”)

For Grants Management staff, initially these fields are available in the ICO System. Anyone with the Grant Update (GUM) role is able to edit the fields. They are also available on the Program Approval Screen for Program Official data entry.

With the March 2002 software release (scheduled March 15, 2002), these two new fields will also appear in the GM system as part of the Admin screen.
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Values for HESC used? = Yes, No, Conditional. The “C” value is only available in GM. The default for this field is “N”.

The HESC Lines button is disabled until either a “Y” or “C” value is entered into the HESC used? field.

Selecting Cell Line(s)

The HESC Lines button activates once a “Y” or “C” value is entered into the HESC used? field. When clicked, the Stem Cell Assignment screen pops up. Only registered cell lines are in the list. To select a specific cell line, highlight it on the left-hand side and click the >> button. Users can select more than one cell line; however, they must be highlighted one-at-a-time and copied to the right-hand side. When finished, click “Save and Close” to close the pop-up screen.
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Removing or “Deselecting” Cell Lines

To deselect a cell line, highlight the appropriate record in the right hand column. Use the << to remove it from the “Assigned HESC Lines” column.


Click Save and Close.

Conditional Awards

A record should be flagged as “Conditional” if an award is issued when the specific cell line(s) is “Undetermined”. The following footnote must be imported to the Notice of Grant Award (NGA) as an IC-Specific Term and Condition:

“No funds may be expended for human embryonic stem cell research until the registered cell line(s) has been reported to [the NIH awarding component program official and grants management contacts noted below.]”

The section in [ ] may be customized to include specific contact information if desired.

If you have issued a “Conditional” award, once you are notified of the specific cell line(s) the NGA must be revised to remove the restriction. In addition, the IMPAC II data must be revised to change HESC used? from “C” to “Y” and to document the specific cell line(s) to be used.

Only “conditional” awards should include any stem cell related footnotes. No other stem cell information (use and/or specific cell lines) should be included as part of the NGA.

OER Notification for Administrative Supplements and/or Rebudgeting Requests

An e-mail reminder was sent to EPMC January 15, 2002, (http://odoerdb2.od.nih.gov/gmac/topics/stemcells_email_supplements.html) indicating it was okay to award administrative supplements and/or approve rebudgeting requests. However, Institute staff must notify Greg Downing and Wendy Baldwin before contacting the PI.

Questions and Answers

Q: Which grant records need to be tracked?

A: Competing grants, non-competing continuation, administrative supplements/ increases, and any grants that will accommodate this research through rebudgeting.

Q: We are awarding administrative supplements now for Stem Cell research. Since the changes won’t be made to the GM award system until March, do we need to flag these records?

A: Yes. Between now and March 15, users should use the ICO system to indicate HESC are being used and which line(s). After March 15, these fields will be available for update also in the GM system. Also remember someone in your IC must notify OER (Drs. Baldwin and Downing) before contacting the PI.

Q: What do we do if we are issuing a “Conditional” award before March 15?

A: The restrictive footnote is to be imported as an IC-specific term. It will not be necessary to revise the award merely to register the “C” status. ICs should manually track any of these though to assure the specific cell line information is eventually received and the NGA appropriately revised to remove the restriction.

Q: We’ve been notified that a grantee will now be performing HESC research through rebudgeting. Does this grant record need to be flagged?

A: Yes. Since additional funding will not be provided, use the ICO system to enter the data. Also remember someone in the IC must notify OER (Drs. Baldwin and Downing) before contacting the PI.

Q: In one proposal, stem cells aren’t being planned until a future year. How should the record be flagged?

A: HESC = Y, to be changed to a “C” at the time of the award. Include the restrictive footnote. 

Q: Will the restrictive term print automatically?

A: No. Even after the March software release, the term will continue to an IC-specific term. This gives ICs the flexibility to customize the term as desired.

Q: Once cell lines are documented in IMPAC II, will these values be automatically carried over into future T-5 records?

A: Yes. Users will have the ability to revise the data as necessary.

Q: When would a user need to “deselect” a cell line?

A: Several scenarios might cause this. 1) If registered cell line(s) initially recorded by another business area are later found to be incorrect; 2) If registered cell line(s) initially recorded by another business area change prior to award; and 3) if the cell lines change in a subsequent T-5 record.

Q: What should we do if the cell line being proposed is not in the list?

A: Contact Dr. Downing. According to Dr. Downing, the list continues to be refined as discussions continue with other companies.  Some additional cell lines may be added to the list.

Resources
Stem Cell Policy Topic Page on the GM Infonet: http://odoerdb2.od.nih.gov/gmac/topics/stemcells_main.html. This includes links to the OER Stem Cell Information Page, the NIH Stem Cell Information Page and all relevant NIH Guide Notices. 
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