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 eRA Program Official Users Group Meeting

Date:
April 5, 2002

Time:
9:00 a.m.

Location:
Executive Plaza North, Conference Room G

Chair:
Dr. Carlos Caban

Next Meeting:
May 3, 2002, Rockledge 2, Room 9104

Action Items

1. (All) Email Carlos with suggestions for Program portal content or functionality. 
Announcements

1. ePUG Chair, Bud Erickson, is recuperating from surgery and will return to NCI in May. Carlos recently spoke to Bud and reported that his condition is improving.

2. Online registration begins April 10 for eRA’s May 10 symposium, eRA: What’s in it for me? The event is scheduled for 8:30–1:00 p.m. at the Natcher Conference Center. Attendees are eligible for one ESA credit or credit toward Grants Management certification. The Program portal will not be demonstrated at symposium breakout sessions.

3. The May 3 ePUG meeting will include a presentation of the e-Log program developed by NHLBI and implemented this fiscal year. NBIB, NEI, and FIC also use e-Log to enable GM and Program users to monitor and report on competing and non-competing applications. 

4. Development of an IMPAC II Program module is beginning. This module will expand on functionality currently available in IMPAC II. 

Presentations and Discussion Topics
1. Program Portal Demonstration – Mr. Krishna Collie (Attachment A)

Krishna demonstrated the current iteration of the Program portal, which incorporates requirements compiled in Joint Application Development (JAD) sessions last fall. Monthly JAD sessions resumed on March 25, with Dr. John Cole filling in for Bud Erickson during the latter’s recuperation. The portal development team currently is writing use case specifications. To accelerate the development process, Carlos has convened a user interface subcommittee that will complement the JAD sessions. After the portal is moved to the test instance, Krishna will send the URL to ePUG members. Members will be encouraged to review the portal and provide feedback.

As discussed at previous ePUG meetings, the Program portal will provide Program Officials (POs) with single-logon access to Web-accessible eRA modules and other resources needed to perform their responsibilities. Highlights will include PO-specific grant portfolios targeted to stages of the grant life cycle. POs will be able to customize portal appearance and content to accommodate their preferences. The portal will be integrated with Microsoft Outlook and calendaring functions. 

To ensure compatibility with the NIH portal, the Program portal and subsequent eRA portals will be developed in Java. eRA portals can be portlets on the NIH portal and vice versa.

Carlos asked ePUG members for input on whether the Program portal should be demonstrated at the May 10 symposium. Carlos had expected that portal development would be closer to completion by May and does not want to present the portal to the user community until it is more polished. The members agreed. Carlos subsequently withdrew the portal from the symposium breakout sessions.

ePUG members suggested the following modifications or additions to the Program portal:

· Provide the option to change sort order by clicking portfolio columns/rows. The current design requires users to specify sort order on a parameter screen.

· Add a right-click menu and/or an explanation of options. The meaning of some terminology is not obvious; for example, users may not know that “set break” means to sort.

· Enable users to add grants to their personal portfolios by performing a search and then selecting from a hit list of grants.

· Use the pending Council as the default and provide the ability to search or sort by other Councils.

· Provide hierarchical filters similar to those in PubMed. For example, filters in the Program portal might include My Portfolio 1 (specific to PO), My Portfolio 2 (specific to division), and My Portfolio 3 (specific to IC).

· Apply user-friendly features of the NIH portal to the Program portal. 

· Consider providing the ability for POs to add themselves as interested parties for awarded grants. Currently, users can search by CAN for co-funded grants, although they do not receive progress reports on these grants. ePUG members agreed that this concept deserves additional discussion; one issue to resolve is which users would be authorized to add grants to a tracking list.

2. Ad hoc reporting tool recommendation – Mr. Krishna Collie

The eRA Project Team has accepted Krishna’s recommendation to use Oracle® Discoverer as eRA’s enterprise reporting tool for both ad hoc and pre-programmed (“canned”) reports. Discoverer will complement functionality provided by the Query/View/Reporting System (QVR) and the IMPAC II ICSTORe document management system and will be integrated with IMPAC II to offer easy-to-use query capabilities. Discoverer will enable users to manipulate reports; for example, users will be able to move columns and rows, add formatting, and export selected data elements to other applications, such as Microsoft Excel.

The eRA Reporting Team will demonstrate Discoverer to user groups, including ePUG, during the next few months and will incorporate user feedback in their implementation. The Team will build PowerViews in the IMPAC II Reporting Database (IRDB) and Online Transaction Processing (OLTP) for each business area. Peer Review users will pilot Discoverer this spring.

Attendees

Asanuma, Chiiko (NIMH)

Caban, Carlos (OER, Co‑Chair)

Chatterjee, Ranesh (NGIT)

Collie, Krishna ((OD)

Finkelstein, David (NIA)

Heath, Anne (NCI)

Lederhendler, Israel (NIMH)

Nichols, Paul (NINDS)

Rumney, Christine (OCO/OD)

Swain, Amy  (NCRR)

Wehrle, Janna (NIGMS)
Attachments

A. eRA Program Portal scope document
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