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 eRA Program Official Users Group (ePUG) Meeting Minutes

Date:
Friday, May 3, 2002

Time:
9:00–noon

Location:
Rockledge 2, Room 9014

Chair:
Carlos Caban

Next Meeting:
Friday, June 14 (note change), Rockledge 2, Room 9014

e-Log GM System

Bruce Butrum, Fogarty International Center (FIC), demonstrated the e-Log GM system, which he helped to develop in his previous position at NHLBI. The e-Log or “Electronic Log” program was developed by NHLBI staff. The Fogarty International Center (FIC) has adapted a generic version of the e-Log program.

The fundamental focus of e-Log is to help Grants and Program staff with their daily operations. The interface is very easy and requires little to no training to use. E-Log works with IMPAC II data, which is downloaded nightly.

The e-Log program is transportable to other NIH ICs. The e-Log program allows IC staff to:

· Monitor the status of non-competing applications and generate reports to provide data

· Create electronic progress review records for non-competing applications that can be text searched

· Monitor the status of competing grants to be paid and generate reports to provide data

· Create letters, merging data from IMPAC II, for late non-competing applications, JIT information, and pay letters

· Generate a workload distribution for Grants Management Staff and provide reports with weighted values of grant portfolios

The system is not Web-enabled as yet, and data, although downloaded from IMPAC II, is not yet uploaded from e-Log. However, an API is in the works that will allow appropriate data to be uploaded to IMPAC II.

NHLBI, NEI, NIDA, NIBIB, and FIC are currently using the e-Log program so have access to the e-Log central database, paying $7,000 per year for maintenance.
Ralph Van Wey, NHLBI, is the point of contact for the system.

Program Portal Update

The Program Portal will not be demonstrated at the eRA Symposium on May 10, as agreed at the last meeting. The Symposium is to feature programs that are now working and since the Program Portal is not yet rolled it, it will not be featured.

Developers are in the process of preparing a schedule since the architecture of the Program Portal has to be written in Java. The Program Portal functionality, determined in the JAD, will be available to Program Officials through an eRA Portal. This functionality is expected to be available in October 2002.

Grant Folder

Carlos Caban, along with Tracy Orr (CSR) and Deborah Hendry (NIAAA), will present the Grant Folder at the eRA Symposium on May 10 (http://era.nih.gov/eraworkshop/index.cfm ). The purpose of the presentation is to make people aware of the Grant Folder and its functionality. He plans to make the presentation from the perspective of SRA, Grant Management and Program staff.

The group reviewed the description of this presentation, which is posted on the Web in conjunction with the Symposium (http://era.nih.gov/eraworkshop/Grant_Folder.htm ). Carlos has heard that many people do not know about the Grant Folder, so his presentation will focus on its features, advantages and how it will benefit staff. Some of the key benefits include:

· Can access any grant, not just your own, to learn more about them

· Can see all the documents on one page

· Can see an application before receiving the hard copy

· Can see snapshots

· Everything is centrally located so you don’t have to search for data

One suggestion was that he present this Symposium breakout session as though it were a training school, going through the grant process and showing how the Grants folder fits in and is a benefit.

Regarding the Grant Folder itself, it will be Web-based in a year or so.

One suggestion was to provide a way to burn portfolios unto a CD so that they could be worked on away from the office. The ability to create CDs is a feature in ICSTORe. All agreed that this was a good idea, and Carlos said that he would make the suggestion to the Project Team.

Meetings

The meeting time will change from the first Friday of the month to the second Friday of the month beginning in June. The next meeting, therefore, will be on June 14.

Attendees

Asanuma, Chiiko (NIMH)

Butrum, Bruce (FIC)

Caban, Carlos (OER)

Collie, Krishna (OD)

Fay, Rob (NIDDK)

Finkelstein, David (NIA)

Hann, Della, OER

Nichols, Paul (NINDS)

O’Neill, Blanche (NIAID)

Seppala, Sandy (LTS/OCO)

Strasburger, Jennifer (NCI)

Swain, Amy (NCRR)
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