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 eRA Program Official Users Group Meeting

Date:
January 4, 2002

Time:
9:00 a.m.

Location:
Rockledge 2, Room 9104

Chair:
Mr. Burdette W. Erickson

Next Meeting: February 1, 2002, Rockledge 2, Room 9104, 9:00 a.m.
Action Items

1. (All) Anyone who is interested in participating in the subcommittee chaired by Derrick Tabor should email him a list of preferred days and times to attend meetings.

2. (All) Email Sherry Zucker or Tracy Soto comments about the pilot version of ICSTORe.

3. (Carlos) Advise ePUG members whether the February 1 meeting will be held as usual at 9:00 a.m. or whether ePUG will attend a 3:00 p.m. demonstration with POPOF on February 7.
Presentations and Discussion Topics

1. State of the Union for Program – Mr. Bud Erickson and Dr. Carlos Caban (Attachment A)

Carlos emailed all ePUG members a list of FY2001 activities and accomplishments and FY2002 planned events and goals. Bud thanked members for their participation during the past year and noted that Program has a high degree of visibility at the eRA Project Team level, with $4 million dedicated to Program-related initiatives, including the Program portal, Program module, and cross-cutting initiatives.

2. IMPAC II Issues

a. Table space deficiencies – John Cole noted that insufficient IMPAC II table space resulted in incomplete assignment of applications on two recent occasions. Sherry Zucker responded that the new production environment should help resolve such problems. Carlos and Bud asked members to notify the Helpdesk when problems occur at 301-402-7469 or by email at helpdesk@od.nih.gov.

b. IMPAC II Web Applications Shortcuts – David Finkelstein reported that the Connect and Cancel shortcuts are identical for the IMPAC II Web applications. Carlos asked David to notify the Helpdesk.

3. Scientific Coding Demonstration – Mr. James Seach 

Jim presented a demonstration of a simple scientific coding system that has been in production at the National Cancer Institute (NCI) since last June. Jim is working with Thor Fjellstedt (NIEHS) and Pete Morton (CIT) to incorporate this system into the NIH Query/View/Reporting System (QVR). 

The system, which replaced a WYLBUR-based mainframe system that was being retired, is designed for occasional indexers to perform basic coding of portfolios. The system is not restricted to scientific coding; for example, the extramural data branch and clinical trial cooperative group use it. At NCI, a central coding group that performs indexing for budget reporting does not use this interface. These full-time indexers work primarily from scanned images and use dual monitors to view both the scanned application and their own coding system.

Anne Heath noted that at NCI, Program staff generally code applications as they arrive. Applications are reviewed quickly and are assigned to broad categories. Each division uses its own codes; there are no IC-wide codes. 

John explained that in the case of dual referrals, one division will assume primary responsibility and will perform the coding. 

During the coding system demonstration, the following issues were discussed.

a. Currently, anyone at NCI can create a code. Users can search and code on other divisions’ grants; the system tracks the user who performs these actions. Although users can add codes, they cannot change other divisions’ codes. Jim plans to develop an option that will restrict indexing to specific portfolios.

b. User rights (roles) control access to organizations for which each user has administrative authority. A future enhancement will enable users to make some codes private.

c. Coding can be pushed back to previous years of a grant, if the pertinent information is contained in the Online Transaction and Processing (OLTP) database.

d. The system provides a batch indexing option that is not suitable for high-volume indexing.

e. Although the system currently does not include percentages, this information is stored in the database and would be easy to add.

f. Users can code against anything that has an Appl ID. Subprojects currently cannot be coded.

g. The system does not indicate whether or not a given grant has been awarded.

h. Reports currently are performed with Oracle Discover. NCI, which has a data mart that is equivalent to the IMPAC II Reporting Database (IRDB), uses Discover to produce coding reports. Once the coding system is added to QVR, indexing reports also will be added to QVR.

i. Sherry suggested the addition of an active/inactive flag in the Edit Code Type option. Users then could search inactive codes that are not available for indexing. The system should allow a code to be deleted only if nothing has been coded against it.

4. ICSTORe Demonstration – Ms. Sherry Zucker (Attachment B)

Sherry demonstrated the pilot version of ICSTORe, a common screen accessible from the IMPAC II Review, IC Operations (ICO), and QuickView modules. ICSTORe will provide users with the ability to track, print, and distribute summary statements when IMPAC II Summary Statement (SS) deployment enters Phase III this month. In future releases, other documents such as abstracts and 398 scanned grant images will be available using ICSTORe. 

The March release will include an advanced search criteria option that will enable users to perform esoteric searches. Either the Description (Abstracts) or prior-year summary statements will be included in the March release. In a straw vote, ePUG members indicated a preference for including Descriptions (Abstracts). Carlos noted that the current summary statement includes the Description (Abstracts). Derrick suggested that abstracts be made a defined field in summary statements. In the new summary statement format that will be implemented soon, standard headings for parts of the summary statement will enable easy searching and provide the ability to locate parts of the summary statement.

Announcements and Status Reports

1. Possible Joint February Session with POPOF – The February ePUG meeting may be a demonstration of the NIH Query/View/Reporting System (QVR) held jointly from 3:00–5:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 7 with the Program Officers and Project Officers Forum (POPOF). Alternately, ePUG will meet as usual at 9:00 a.m. on the first Friday of the month (February 1). Carlos will provide an update when a decision is made.

2. Program Portal and Module JADs – Krishna Collie will restart the Program Portal Joint Application Development (JAD) meetings in late January after screen mockups are complete. He soon will recruit volunteers for the Program module JAD. As discussed at prior meetings and in Inside eRA, (http://era.nih.gov/eranews) the portal will provide Program officials with secure, single-logon access to customized business-area functionality. The Program module will provide transaction-oriented functionality. Eventually, the Program portal and module may be integrated.

3. Subcommittee Participation and Scheduling – Derrick provided a list of ePUG members who either have indicated interest in the subcommittee or who would offer needed representation for their ICs. Derrick hopes to schedule meetings on Thursdays either at Natcher or Rockledge and would like at least eight members to participate in the subcommittee.
Attendees

Albrecht, Lyn (OD/OPAE)

Caban, Carlos (OER)

Cole, John (NCI)

Collie, Krishna ((OD)

Erickson, Burdette (NCI, Chair)

Desbois, Michel (NIDA)

Finkelstein, David (NIA)

Gezmu, Misrak (NIAID)

Hann, Della (OER)
Heath, Anne (NCI)

Kelty, Miriam (NIA)

Nichols, Paul (NINDS)

Patel, Kalpesh (OD)

Rumney, Christine (OD/OPAE, Recorder)

Sahar-Khiz, Amir (NCI)

Seach, James (NCI)

Swain, Amy  (NCRR)

Tabor, Derrick (NIGMS)

Zucker, Sherry (OD)
Attachments
A. State of the Union for Program as of December 2001

B. ICSTORe presentation
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