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 ECB/QVR Steering Committee

Electronic Council Book–Query/View/Reporting System Steering Committee

Advocate:
Thor Fjellstedt

Date:
March 27, 2002, 10:00 a.m.–noon, Room 9116

Location:
Rockledge 2, 9th Floor Conference Room

Next Meeting:
Wed., April 24, 10:00 a.m.–noon, Rockledge 2, 9th Floor Conference Room

Action List

· (Thor) Present issue of printing Summary Statements with or without rosters and associated letters to the Project Team for a resolution.

· (Thor, Don Kathy) Discuss the issue of awarded costs and pre-award costs on the Council Funding Plan report, and bring back a suggestion to resolve it at the next meeting.

· (All) Review the reports in QVR and send suggestions for better titles for the reports to Thor.

· (Thor) Review the issue of a print option for comments in the IRG Concerns Report about human subjects, gender, and etc., and bring a proposal for resolution to the next meeting.

· (Thor and Mary Ann) Investigate the issue of availability of subproject lists and make a recommendation at the next meeting.

· (Thor, Don Kathy) Discuss the issue of awarded costs and pre-award costs, and bring back a suggestion to resolve it at the next meeting.

· (All) Send Thor the types of reports that require for historical data.

· (Thor) Speak with Maria Bukowski, who works with Bob Moore, for input regarding reports since she is a “heavy-duty” user of the system.

· (Don, Kathy) Add an AND NOT statement to the Text Search screen.

· (Thor, Richard) Discuss the issue of searches on multiple SRGS after the meeting and decide whether or not to add a field for this search.

· (Thor) Fix all the slides to reflect the changes in the search screens.

ECB Status

Summary Statements

· Summary Statements generated in IMPAC II will look different that those generated in IMPAC I.

· Several Summary Statements from IMPAC I lacked the parameters needed for ECB to read them. They should be fixed but this has not been confirmed as yet. Everyone was asked to notify Thor if they see a Summary Statement that is not appearing properly.

· Blank pages are now being generated between each Summary Statement when printed central or when groups of Summary Statements are downloaded as a PDF.

· Rosters for the May Council should be available by Friday, March 29.

· Summary Statements are now printed with rosters and all associated letters. Since they are printed in PDF format, users cannot extract rosters and letters. Rosters will be extracted and put in separate files. Putting the associated letters in separate files is being investigated. The group agreed that including letters, which could be several, at the end of Summary Statements creates compilations that are too long. In summary, Summary Statements are now printed with rosters and letters. The options are to print: with rosters and letters or without them. The group agreed that the option to print with rosters without the letters was not needed.

Action: (Thor) Present issue of printing Summary Statements with or without rosters and associated letters to the Project Team for a resolution.

· It was noted that, in some cases, users are getting scored and unscored Summary Statements together, requiring each one to be opened to determine which are which. It was suggested that there are parameters that can be set when preparing the query that might pull up only the scored Summary Statements.

QVR Status

There are five reports in production and five reports being tested. Thor asked that, as people use the reports, that they contact him with any comments or suggestions regarding both the reports and the associated computer screens.

In the Council Funding Plan report, it was noted that there are two types of costs regarding grants: awarded costs, which can be derived from IMPAC II, and requested, or pre-award costs, which is based on the total costs determined by the applicant and found on the face page of the application. This second type is purely a guess and does not factor in NIH costs and etc. The developer has added a note on the screen to explain the derivation of the two types of costs.

Action: (Thor, Don Kathy) Discuss the issue of awarded costs and pre-award costs on the Council Funding Plan report, and bring back a suggestion to resolve it at the next meeting.

Thor noted that the titles of the reports are not very descriptive.

Action: (All) Review the reports in QVR and send suggestions for better titles for the reports to Thor.

There was some discussion about the IRG Concerns Report regarding whether or not there should be a print option for comments about human subjects, gender, minorities, and etc. The IMPAC II ICO module soon will have a report available on population tracking, which may address this concern. There is already a note at the top of the Summary Statements regarding human subjects, and etc., and the sections regarding them will be bookmarked.

Action: (Thor) Review the issue of a print option for comments in the IRG Concerns report about human subjects, gender, and etc., and bring a proposal for resolution to the next meeting.

The group discussed whether or not people want an abstracts hit list. For grants going to Council, separate abstracts are pulled from the Summary Statements. However, these abstracts have been “scrubbed” as part of the Summary Statement. Pulling “pre-scrubbed” abstracts from CRISP is being investigated.

It was agreed that hit lists should be available in Word format so the user can redesigned them to suit their needs.

There is a need to see a list of all subprojects: those that have been funded as part of the award, which should be clearly marked, and those that have not been funded.

Action: (Thor and Mary Ann Williamson) Investigate the issue of availability of subproject lists and make a recommendation at the next meeting.

Status of QVR System

History Data in QVR

Data in ECB/QVR goes back to 1997; PI and applicant history includes all data back to the 1970s. Providing all data back to the 1970s, however, would put a great burden on the system and slow it down considerably. However, historical data needed for specific reports could be added to the system.

Action: (All) Send Thor the types of reports that requires historical data.

Action: (Thor) Speak with Maria Bukowski, who works with Bob Moore, for input regarding reports since she is a “heavy-duty” user of the system.

Proposed Changes to Search Screen

The group reviewed the proposed changes to the QVR search screens. Thor will make the changes suggested at the meeting and revise the screens, which he will redistribute.

Top Section

An “Advanced Project Status Search” field was added with a button to exclude “Non-Activated Fellowships.” There may be a need later for an “Include/Exclude” feature for this search.

Application ID Section

When people query and get a hit list, they often want to make a subset of the data, and save the subset for later queries. The addition of a search field for Application IDs on this screen makes searching for the subset possible. Users should be aware that there is a limit of 1,000 application IDs, and this can be easily exceeded. The advantage of saving and querying an application ID is that you get an exact copy of the specific subset report. The group agreed to go ahead with the application ID field as proposed but suggested investigating other ways of querying subset reports using, for example, a comma-delimited grant number. However, the group also agreed that once people understand and start to use the application ID query, they may find it very useful.

Showing the application ID in a standard hit list was left for a future discussion.

Text Search

The fields for searching for terms in the Summary Statements and abstract on the Text Search screen have been changed from an AND statement to an OR statement. This allows results from either sections, whereas the former AND statement negated the query if the term wasn’t in both sections.

Action: (Don, Kathy) Add an AND NOT statement to the Text Search screen.

There was a suggestion that there be a way to search on multiple SRGs. CSR clusters SRGs by IC and by integrated review groups (IRGs).

Action: (Thor, Richard) Discuss the issue of searches on multiple SRGS after the meeting and decide whether or not to add a field for this search.

Action: (Thor) Fix all the slides to reflect the changes in the search screens

Extramural Staff Training on QVR System

Lisa Archer is helping Thor to develop mini-modules for QVR on-line training. They are being developed in Word with embedded screen shots accompanied by a narrative. These can easily be posted on the Web and downloaded if need be.

Thor is holding a series of QVR demonstrations at several locations, including the Natcher Center, NIAID building, Rockledge 2, Democracy Two, Executive Plaza North and in North Carolina. The schedule will be posted on the eRA website.

It was gratifying to hear that QVR system usage rose 30 percent following Thor’s presentation at Neurosciences.

Miscellaneous

Interagency agreements were in IMPAC I but are not in IMPAC II. Intramural contracts are bridged to IMPAC II from the data warehouse, but the results are not satisfactory. There will be a discussion at the next meeting regarding inclusion of interagency agreements and contracts in the IC-specific data project.

Attendance

Archer, Lisa, NIEHS

Bashir, Karen, NIA

Buckley, Cathy, CIT

Chen, Seu-Lain, NICHD

Colbert, Penny, NICHD

Fischetti, Greg, NCI

Fjellstedt, Thor, OER, (Advocate)

Ikeda, Rick, NIGMS

Januszewski, Joe, CIT

Jones, Terry, NIAID

Lee, Delores, NCRR

Martin, Carol, NHGRI

Mayo, Michelle, NIEHS

Panniers, Richard, CSR

Parker, Marie, NIAID

Powell, Bob, NINDS

Ramasamy, Sakthi, NINDS

Richey, Rita, NLM

Seppala, Sandy, OCO (recorder)

Tiedemann, Don, CIT

Wells, Dolores, NIDCR

Williamson, Mary Ann, NIDCR
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