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 ECB/QVR Steering Committee

Electronic Council Book–Query/View/Reporting System Steering Committee

Advocate:
Thor Fjellstedt

Date:
February 27, 2002, 10:00 a.m.–noon, Room 9116

Location:
Rockledge 2, Room 6201-6199

Next Meeting:
Wed., March. 27, 10:00 a.m.–noon, Rockledge II, Room 9116

Action List

· (Cathy) Add a close button on the new Netscape window that appears when you click a thumbnail in Reports.

· (Cathy) Add a note on the thumbnail page in Reports stating that a new Netscape window will open when you click on a thumbnail.

· (Thor) Work with Sandy Seppala to post QVR training tools on the eRA website.

· (Thor) Send a notification email when the three reports now in test mode go to production.

· (Thor) Convene a subcommittee to address the historical data issue with a goal of accommodating users’ needs for history data. Carol Martin and Darlene Levenson volunteered to be on this subcommittee.
ECB—Early Concurrence Module

The rollover date for the new Council round is March 1.

Development is moving quickly on the Early Concurrence Module in ECB. The early concurrence functionality can be set on an IC-by-IC basis.

A functional prototype of the Early Concurrence Module will be available for the May Council round and for demonstration a month before that. Thor will arrange for a demonstration at the next meeting.

QVR System—Standard Reports

Five reports are in production and Thor has received very positive feedback about them, particularly the IRG Notes. Three more reports are being tested and should be in production in the next month.

Thor has received numerous ideas and suggestions from those using the reports. He mentioned one suggestion regarding the reports thumbnail page. Currently, it works well but it will become unwieldy as more reports become available. It was suggested that instead of thumbnails, there be a list available, and by clicking on a particularly report name, an example would appear.

Additionally, it was noted that there is some confusion about the separate Netscape window that opens up when you click on a thumbnail. 

Action:
(Cathy) Add a close button on the new Netscape window.

Action:
(Cathy) Add a note on the thumbnail page stating that a new Netscape window will open when you click on a thumbnail.

Carol Martin suggested that rather than responding to all of the suggestions and ideas today, that Thor continue to compile them until more reports are up and are being used. Once people get used to them, the ideas and suggestions can be evaluated and relevant ones implemented.

Thor was pleased to report the following statistics regarding the “hits” on the programs:

Table 1. Program “Hits”

	Number
	Description

	2,287
	Different people

	937
	QVR

	97
	CAM

	439
	ECB

	214
	Summary Statements

	1,687
	Staff ECB

	2,467
	QVR logins in January


Thor reported that he has been giving QVR demonstrations in a number of ICs, but has changed his strategy. He will now target NIH buildings rather than ICs. He leaves time for discussion at the end of the demonstration and has been most satisfied to receive many constructive suggestions and ideas.

Thor had a mock-up of a website developed so that people can access training tools for QVR. However, it was agreed that these training tools could be posted on the eRA website

Action:
(Thor) Work with Sandy Seppala on to post QVR training tools on the eRA website.

IC-Specific Data

After the last meeting, Thor convened two meetings of a sub-committee to address the issue merging Institute-specific data with QVR. The sub-committee will meet on Tuesday of the fourth week of the month at 1 p.m. Thor has also established a listserv for this group and anyone who is interested can be added.

The group will try to engage all ICs in the project by communicating activities and showing the advantages of this project. IC staff wants to be able to retrieve their own IC-specific data using QVR with its full functionality. The strategy is to allow the ICs to own their own data but to make the data accessible through QVR.

One of the key areas that the sub-committee will address is the merging of STARS databases (see the minutes from last month).

The overall goal of the project is to retrieve IMPAC II and IC-specific data for QVR access.

New Initiatives

· Reports. Five reports are in production; three reports are in test mode. Cathy will notify Thor when the three reports go to production and Thor will send out a notification email.

Action:
(Thor) Send a notification email when the three reports now in test mode go into production.

· Grant Images. There was consensus in the group that an API was needed so that grant images could be accessed. Although they will be available on CD, there are many purposes for on-line access also.

· History Data. It was agreed that access to history data must be taken into account as QVR functionality is developed; however, nothing has been done yet to address history data. It was suggested that developers look at the queries that might be done, identify the elements of those queries, and start from there. This might be more effective than trying to map history, pub data and all data to QVR functionality, which would be a massive project and perhaps result in reporting that would be unacceptably slow.

Action:
(Thor) Convene a subcommittee to address the historical data issue with a goal of accommodating users’ needs for history data. Carol Martin and Darlene Levenson volunteered to be on this subcommittee.

· Stem Cell Tracking. This is being implemented in all applicable modules. There will be a stem cell line code and each project can have more than one line code. It is already in the Online Transaction Processing (OLTP) database and it is being moved into the IMPAC II Reporting Database (IRDB).

· Summary Statements. Applications for the May Council can be uploaded into IMPAC I and IMPAC II. After the May Council round, applications will only be uploaded into IMPAC II. Resumes will not be available in IMPAC II until the resume module is implemented on March 15. Thor noted that a text search of Summary Statements using QVR is not working and he is working with the developers to resolve the issue.

Attendance

Bashir, Karen, NIA

Buckley, Cathy, CIT

Chacko, George, CSR

Chen, Seu-Lain

Colbert, Penny, NICHD

Fischetti, Greg, NCI

Fjellstedt, Thor, OER, (Advocate)

Fong, Irene, NINDS

Gruber, Robin, NINR

Ikeda, Rick, NIGMS

Levenson, Darlene

Martin, Carol, NHGRI

Parker, Marie

Ramasamy, Sakthi, NINDS

Sanders, Jackie, NIMH

Seach, Jim, NCI

Seppala, Sandy, OCO (recorder)

Tiedemann, Don, CIT

West, Dorothy, NIDDK
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